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The proposed extension of Highway
407 east from Pickering (Brock Road) to
Clarington (Highway 35/115) will be a
tolled highway with the province retaining
control and ownership of the extension.

The province will be responsible for
regulating tolls on the highway and meeting
customer service needs. Revenues gener-
ated from the highway will go towards the
construction costs and maintenance of the
road, freeing up provincial funds for transit
infrastructure projects.

An environmental assessment study
is currently underway and the preliminary
design has been identified for the highway
extension. Public consultation on the
project is ongoing. The environmental
assessment study will be submitted to the

Minister of the Environment for approval
this summer.

A Request for Proposals for the high-
way extension will be issued later this year.
The proposed highway extension would
generate 24,000 construction jobs. Con-
struction of the roadway will begin once
the environmental approvals are in place,
with service beginning by 2013.

LESSONS LEARNED KEY TO
407 EASTERN EXTENSION

In 1998 Ontario announced an in-
ternational tender for the operation ofthe
initial 68 kilometres and the construction
of the remaining 40 kilometres on what is

now known as 407ETR. The highway was
subsequently sold to the private sector in
t999.

The McGuinty Government has
learned important lessons over more than
a decade of tolled highway driving in
Ontario.

- The province needs to retain public
ownership of the highway

- The length ofany operating contract
must be significantly less than 99 years

- Toll rates must be regulated by the
province

- Customer service expectations must
be set out from the start

The new business model for the ex-
tension of Highway 407 is based on these
lessons learned. 0
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